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will*be kept up to the last moment. It ought to be ob-
served, that the precedency which we propose to give to
merit will not be merely honorary, but will be attended
by very solid advantages. It is in order of seniority that
the members of the Civil Service succeed to those annui-
ties to which they are all looking forward, and it may
depend on the manner in which a young man acquits him-
self at his final examination, whether he shall remain in
India till he is past fifty, or shall be able to return to Eng-
land at forty-seven or forty-eight.
The instances in which persons who have been successful
in the first examination will fail in the final examination,
will, we hope and believe, be very few. We hope and
believe, also, that it will very rarely be necessary to expel
any probationer from the service on account of grossly
profligate habits, or of any action unbecoming a man of
honour. The probationers will be young men superior to
their fellows in science and literature; and it is not among
young men superior to their fellows in science and literature
that scandalous immorality is generally found to prevail.
It is notoriously not once in twenty years that a student
who has attained high academical distinction is expelled
from Oxford or Cambridge. Indeed, early superiority in
science and literature generally indicates the existence of
some qualities which are securities against vice, — indus-
try, self-denial, a taste for pleasures not sensual, a laudable
desire of honourable distinction, a still more laudable
desire to obtain the approbation of friends and relations.
We therefore believe that the intellectual test which is about
to be established will be found in practice to be also the
best moral test that can be devised.
One important question still remains to be considered.
Where are the probationers to study? Are they all to
study at Haileybury? Is it to be left to themselves to
decide whether they will study at Haileybury or else-

